
 
Second Sunday of Easter 

30 March 2008 
 

Find us at www.ststephensw12.org.  
You can read all the latest news about the parish.  

You can also read the sermons which are posted each  week 

Processional Hymn 137  Alleluia! Alleliua! Hearts t o heaven and voices raise 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in 
pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Acts 2.14a,22-32 

On the day of Pentecost, 14Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
22‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 
– 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, “I saw the 
Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was 
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul 
to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 
29‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, 
and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath 
to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.”  32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’ 

Second Reading 1 Peter 1.3-9 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even 
if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith – 
being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire – may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

Gradual Hymn  150 Love’s redeeming work is done 

GOSPEL  John 20.19-31 
19When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 



 

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 
the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 INTERCESSIONS  

Please pray for 

- The sick and suffering: especially Felix Okike, Lucilda Bernard, Joan Andrew, Elizabeth Dorsett, Ivy 
Smith, Susie Leach, Norbert Edwards, Brother Paul Anthony, Sylvia Steed, Caroline Nevill, Tracey 
Davies, Esmay Young, Roger Cox, Althea Ferns, Dorian Henry, Detroy Henry. Mary Rodney, Esme 
Hoyte, Esmey Fairburn 

Offertory Hymn 138 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing  

Communion Hymn  153  Now the green blade riseth fro m the buried grain 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new life in 
your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Recessional Hymn 143  Come, ye faithful, raise the  strain (1 st tune) 

Coffee in Church after the service 

NOTICES 
 
Our annual church meeting is today immediately after the service.  It is open to everyone. 
 

THIS WEEK: 
 
Thurs  6.30 pm Christian Meditation Group, St Stephen’s 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: 6 April 2008  Third Sunday of Easter 
 

10 am ALL AGE WORSHIP 
Celebrant and Preacher – The Reverend Dr Bob Mayo 
Acts 2.14a,36-41, 1 Peter 1.17-23, Luke 24.13-35 
 
 
Sunday School meets in St Stephen’s school 
Sunday Youth meets in the Glebe Maisonette 
Small Children are welcome to  play in St Thomas’s Chapel, near the porch 
Baptised Communicants of other Churches are encouraged to receive communion 
Children and other non-communicants are invited to come to the altar for a blessing 
The Ministry of Healing is offered in the Chapel, after Communion is given 

 

Home Communion – Available to any unable to come on a Sunday.  Talk to Father Bob (8743 3166) 
if you or anyone else might be interested. 

Any enquiries about pastoral concerns, baptisms, weddings or funerals please get in touch with 
Father Bob. The only time that Bob will be unavailable is between Friday pm and Sunday am. 
 


